
First Christian Reformed Church of Lynden 

From Generation to Generation for the Glory of God 
  

God’s precious and exceedingly great promises in hard times 
 

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,  

teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 

 singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,  

with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

 

 

Scripture 
 

Reflections from Scripture on Unity in the Body of Christ (based on yesterday’s sermon) 

 

Psalm 133:1 Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 

 

John 17:20-23 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that 

they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world 

may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be 

one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may 

know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.” 

 

Romans 12:18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

 

Romans 14:19 So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. 

 

I Corinthians 1:10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and 

that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 

 

II Corinthians 13:11 Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one 

another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 

 

Ephesians 2:13-22 In Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 

For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of 

hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one 

new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the 

cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to 

those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no 

longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 

built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the 

whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built 

together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

 

Ephesians 4:1-6 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 

which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you 

were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and 

Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

 

Colossians 1:17-19 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the 

body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 



For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

 

Colossians 3:12-15 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 

forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 

indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 

 

Song 
 

Psalm 59:16 But I will sing of your strength; I will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning. For you 

have been to me a fortress and a refuge in the day of my distress. 

 

[You can Google the hymn to hear it if you would like to sing along.] 

 

In Christ There is No East or West 

In Christ there is no east or west, 

In him no south or north, 

But one great fellowship of love 

Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

In him shall true hearts everywhere 

Their high communion find, 

His service is the golden cord 

Close-binding humankind. 
 

Join hands, united in the faith, 

Whate'er your race may be! 

Who serves my Father as a son 

Is surely kin to me. 
 

In Christ now meet both east and west, 

In him meet south and north, 

All Christ-like souls are one in him, 

Throughout the whole wide earth. 
(“In Christ There is No East or West” words by Michael Perry, 1982, John Oxenham, 1905 © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. CCLI #385926) 

 

Prayer 
 

II Chronicles 7:14 If my people, who are called by my Name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my 

face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their 

land. 

 

God, We need you. Some days feel so broken and uncertain. We’re hurting, we’re struggling, and we’re aware, 

more than ever, of our own weaknesses, and of the dark forces that constantly surround us, fighting to gain 

ground in our lives and families. We choose to stand our ground today and say, “no more.” We ask for your 

help to set aside our differences and look to the greater cause, the cause of Christ. We ask that you would help 

us to truly live a life of love. We ask that you surround this country and cover us with your mighty hand. We 

pray for unity in our land, that in spite of our differences, we would be willing to stand strong together and live 

out our days with compassion and grace. Remind us to live aware, to redeem the time, listen to your words, and 

be willing to make a difference in this land. Give us courage to speak out. Amen. 

(Unknown). 

 


