First Christian Reformed Church
Lynden, Washington
October 18, 2020

Call to Worship: based on Lamentations 3:22-23
God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, is faithful.
He is a faithful Lord, keeping his covenant of love
to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.
His faithfulness reaches to the skies and continues throughout all generations on into eternity.
We therefore praise the faithfulness of our Lord Jesus Christ in this assembly, saying,
“Great is your faithfulness!
We will exalt and praise your name,
for in perfect faithfulness you have done marvelous.
Great is your faithfulness to us, O Lord, our God.”

God’s Greeting

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father!
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not:
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

Refrain:  Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness,
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided —
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow —

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain
(“Great is Thy Faithfulness” words by Thomas O. Chisholm music by William M. Runyan, © 1923 Renewal 1951 Hope Publishing Co. CCLI# 358926 Streaming License #20317932)

Call to Confession: Psalm 25:10-12
All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful
toward those who keep the demands of his covenant.
For the sake of your name, LORD,
forgive my iniquity, though it is great.
Who, then, are those who fear the LORD?
He will instruct them in the ways they should choose.

Prayer of Confession
God’s Law: Deuteronomy 5:6-21
Video Scripture

Morning Prayer



His Mercy Is More
What love could remember no wrongs we have done?
Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum.
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore,
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more.

What patience would wait as we constantly roam?
What Father, so tender, is calling us home?

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor.
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more.

What riches of kindness He lavished on us.

His blood was the payment His life was the cost.
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford.
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.

Refrain:  Praise the Lord, His mercy is more.
Stronger than darkness, new every morn.
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more.
Praise the Lord, His mercy is more.
Stronger than darkness, new every morn.
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more.

(“His Mercy is More” words and music by Matt Papa and Matt Boswell, © 2016Getty Music Hymns and Song| Getty Music Publishing\
Love Your Enemies Publishing\ Messenger Hymns, CCLI #358926 Streaming License #20317932)

Scripture: Acts 13:13-52 (ESV)
13 Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left them
and returned to Jerusalem, * but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the
Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. *° After the reading from the Law and the
Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of
encouragement for the people, say it.” *° So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said:
“Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 1’ The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made
the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. 8 And for
about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. ** And after destroying seven nations in the land of
Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance. 2° All this took about 450 years. And after that he gave
them judges until Samuel the prophet. 2 Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of
Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when he had removed him, he raised up David
to be their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my
heart, who will do all my will.” ? Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he
promised. 2 Before his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of
Israel. 2° And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that | am? | am not he. No,
but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’
26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you Who fear God, to us has been sent the
message of this salvation. 2’ For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not
recognize him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them
by condemning him. 28 And though they found in him no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have him
executed. 2° And when they had carried out all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree and
laid him in a tomb. *° But God raised him from the dead, ! and for many days he appeared to those who had
come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the people. 32 And we bring you
the good news that what God promised to the fathers, 3 this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising
Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm,
“‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you.’
34 And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, he has spoken in this
way, “‘Iwill give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’
% Therefore he says also in another psalm, “‘You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’



3% For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his
fathers and saw corruption, *” but he whom God raised up did not see corruption. ® Let it be known to you
therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, *° and by him everyone
who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses. “° Beware,
therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets should come about: ** “‘Look, you scoffers, be astounded and
perish; for | am doing a work in your days, a work that you will not believe, even if one tells it to you.’”

42 As they went out, the people begged that these things might be told them the next Sabbath. 4> And after the
meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and

Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, urged them to continue in the grace of God.

4 The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. *° But when the Jews saw
the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul, reviling

him. % And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken
first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to
the Gentiles. #’ For so the Lord has commanded us, saying,

“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”

8 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as
were appointed to eternal life believed. ° And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole
region. °° But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, stirred up
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. > But they shook off the dust from
their feet against them and went to Iconium. °2 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Message: Putting the Past in Perspective

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King, the triumphs of His grace!

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad the honors of Thy name.

Jesus! The name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease,
“Tis music in the sinner’s ears, “tis life and health and peace.

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, he sets the prisoner free:
His blood can make the foulest clean, his blood availed for me.

(“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” words by Charles Wesley and music by Carl. G. Glasser, © 1976 Paragon Associates, Inc., CCLI #358926, Streaming License 20317932)

God’s Blessing

To God Be the Glory
To God be the glory, great things He hath done!
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin
And opened the lifegate that all may go in.

Refrain:  Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice.
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory, great things He hath done.

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,

To every believer the promise of God;

The vilest offender who truly believes,

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. Refrain

(“To God Be the Glory” words by Franny Crosby and music by William H. Doane © Public Domain CCLI# 358926 Streaming License #20317932)



Pastor: Robert W

Prayer: Larry K

Music: Mike H, Nancy Z

Offering: Jeff & Melissa are missionaries with Resonate Global Mission. For more information,
visit resonateglobalmission.org.
Tithes and offering can be mailed to the church office (1010 Front Street, Lynden, WA 98264),
dropped off (place in the mailbox), through a bill pay service, or electronically with Tithe.ly

(www.tithe.ly or through the app).
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