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Scripture Texts:  Hebrews 9:11-14, 18-22 

 

Prayer: 

 

It was a warm October day in 2002, and the road was dusty as our van pulled up to the gypsy 

orphanage in Tirana, Albania.  It was the very first visit for the 13 of us Oklahomans to “Femijet 

e Tij” the “His Children” orphanage, home to about 50 young children.  They were excitedly 

expecting us. 

 

As we opened the doors to pile out the first thing to greet us even before the staff or children got 

to us was a decidedly foul stench, the kind that takes your breath away.  Now we were foreigners 

and guests so we tried not to notice, but it was overwhelming.  The director and staff and kids all 

embraced us and not one of them was gagging or complaining, in fact they didn’t seem to think 

anything of it.  But finally our curiosity got the best of us and at the first opportunity we asked 

the director what it was. 

 

He pointed to an old paneled truck parked outside of the orphanage on the dirt street.  It belonged 

to a man who lived next door.  He was a butcher.  The truck was full of goat carcasses and the 

blood from the goats ran out of the truck onto the ground and pool in the dirt right around where 

the children played.  The man did this every day, and no begging from the orphanage staff could 

get him to stop.  The man had no particular love for the orphanage especially because it catered 

to gypsy children.  Gypsies are a hated minority, everyone discriminates against them. 

 

The combination of lots of blood soaked dirt and a warm sun made for a very offensive odor. 

 

Imagine two thousand years earlier, the dusty, dirty streets of Jerusalem during Passover.  Tens 

of thousands, maybe hundreds of thousands of sheep slain, blood smeared on the door posts and 

door frames.  Blood pouring from the altar in the temple.  The warm Mediterranean sun beating 

down, none of the sanitary conditions we know today, no sewers, no water to wash everything 

away.  We think the dairy air around Lynden gets a bit strong sometimes, but imagine back then. 

 

Let your mind stretch back even farther, back over the previous 1500 years, animal sacrifices of 

every kind being offered morning, noon and night every day, 365 days a year for the past one 

and a half millennia.  The ground literally saturated with rivers of blood that never ceased to 

flow.  You could never escape the stench, it was always in your nostrils. 

 

OT preparation for the NT. 

 

The God who created the universe and the earth and all that is in it, wanted to reveal to us the 

most stunning and staggering of spiritual realities.  But in order to do so He had to prepare our 

minds to be able to comprehend and understand such great things.  So He began with concrete, 

physical, tangible things; material things that would point to spiritual things. 

 

The OT is the book where we read about how God began to reveal Himself to mankind.  God 

revealed Himself through generations of families and little babies, through famines and floods, 



through the confusion of languages, which created nations, and then through a particular nation 

that He called out and blessed.  To that nation God gave one very particular and very important 

concrete revelation of His character, the whole sacrificial system that God gave to Israel. 

 

God chose ways we could see, smell, taste, touch and hear.  The bleating of unblemished, white 

sheep, grabbed by the wool and held as their throats were slit and the blood drained out, the 

smell of the sacrificial fires, the taste of the meat at the Passover. 

 

That sacrificial system was carefully designed to teach His people and us a number of important 

lessons about God and us and about our relationship with God. 

 

And it was meant also to be a shadow, a glimpse, a picture that pointed to and preparing us for a 

further and final revelation of God. 

 

Consider four lessons. 

 

First, the people of God were to understand and remember and never forget the foul stench of 

their sin.  What is most unpleasant to us is a most hideous stench to God.  He hates sin, it’s a vile 

abomination and it’s personal because all of our sin is first and foremost against Him.  Our sin to 

God is worse than the foulest stench we have ever had to endure on earth. 

 

This daily stench was a reminder to the people of Israel of the judgment their sins deserved and 

how the judgment of God hung over them. 

 

Second, the people of God were meant to understand and remember and never forget that the 

wages of sin is death.  The judgment that we justly deserve from a just God is the shedding of 

our own blood.  The just payment for our rebellion against God is our very life. 

 

Third, the people of God were meant to understand and remember and never forget that God in 

His great mercy and steadfast love generously provided a substitute, an atonement in our place 

for our sins. 

 

God revealed His will and plan for how to deal with sin and disobedience.  God said that 

“without the shedding of blood there could be no forgiveness of sin.”  So God started with a 

temporary remedy, a sacrifice involving the shedding of the blood of an innocent animal as a 

substitute for a sinner’s sins. 

 

The people were reminded daily that they needed a substitute, they needed someone else to take 

away their sins.  They could not experience God’s forgiveness on their own or by their own 

efforts. 

 

Fourth, the people of God were meant to understand and remember and never forget that these 

countless millions of animal sacrifices could never fully take away the sins of mankind.  Though 

they were repeated every day, they were never enough. 

 

God allowed for a temporary remedy that set aside the penalty of sin until it was time for the 

once-for-all permanent solution.  “It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 

sins” (Hebrews 10:4).  It took the blood of an innocent man to permanently redeem mankind. 

 



All of this was also meant to point to and prepare for something and someone far greater, a 

redeemer, a Lamb of God, led to slaughter whose shed blood would take away the sin of the 

whole world. 

 

Ephesians 5:2 Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God. 

 

The foul stench in the nostrils of God is removed.  But we still need a reminder.  We need to see 

the cross, the undeserved cruelty, the misplaced justice, a judgment that was meant for us and 

justly deserved by us, given to a sinless, unblemished, righteous Lamb. 

 

Hebrews and Hebrews 9:11ff. 

 

The whole book of Hebrews is an explanation of the OT.  If the OT doesn’t make sense to you, 

read the NT book of Hebrews.  The Book of Hebrews goes back and forth showing the concrete, 

physical, tangible revelation in the OT and then showing how it pointed to God’s final revelation 

in Jesus. 

 

Our text begins, “But when Christ appeared …” announcing something not just new but 

something better. 

 

In the OT we see two great limitations with regard to God.  First, access to God was very 

limited, only once a year and only by the high priest going into the Holy of Holies with blood.  

Second, we see how inadequate the sacrifices were in offering complete cleansing.  The system 

was imperfect.  And this was to point to a new covenant, to new high priest, to a better sacrifice. 

 

The book of Hebrews teaches us that the new covenant is better than the old because the old was 

ratified with the blood of animals and the new with the blood of Jesus.  Jesus is the better high 

priest because the former priest had to make atonement for their own sins as well as the sins of 

the people, Jesus didn’t have sin.  Jesus said tear down the temple and He would raise it up in 

three days.  His blood is our way into the presence of God.  Jesus’ sacrifice is the better sacrifice, 

the blood of goats and bulls was temporary and had to be repeated, His own blood secured an 

eternal redemption that once and for all put away any need to sacrifice again for sin (Hebrews 

9:26-28). 

 

Christ’s ministry is infinite and infallible, spiritual and eternal.  His blessing is forever.  His 

dwelling place is not made with human hands, but in a place He goes to prepare for us. 

 

Jesus’ atonement is permanent.  It doesn’t have an expiration date.  To as many as believe and 

receive Jesus and trust His blood for their cleansing and forgiveness, to them He gives the right 

to be called children of God. 

 

On Good Friday we sang a hymn by William Cowper that expresses this powerfully: 

 

“There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins; 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains. 

The dying thief rejoiced to see that fountain in his day; 

And there have I, though vile as he, washed all my sins away.” 

 

“What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.” 



 

Application and Conclusion. 

 

We need to leave here today with a deeper awareness and appreciation of the preciousness of the 

shed blood of Jesus Christ.  All of our blessings in this life and in the life to come are a direct 

result of the shed blood of Jesus. 

 

Think of what the atoning blood of Jesus does for those who love and trust and obey Him: 

 

The blood of Jesus ransoms us from sin: 

I Peter 1:18-19 … you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not 

with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

The blood of Jesus secures our redemption and gives us forgiveness: 

Ephesians 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace. 

 

The blood of Jesus justifies us: 

Romans 5:9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 

saved by him from the wrath of God. 

 

The blood of Jesus reconciles us to God and gives us peace: 

Colossians 1:20 [he reconciles] to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 

peace by the blood of his cross. 

 

The blood of Jesus sanctifies us and makes us holy: 

Hebrews 13:12 So Jesus also suffered … in order to sanctify the people through his own blood. 

 

The blood of Jesus forever takes away the fear and sting of death and raises us up from the dead 

to life eternal: 

I Corinthians 15:56-57 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks 

be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Christianity is a blood religion, there is no way around it.  No matter how hard we try to clean it 

up and make it more respectable, God will have no part of it.  Without the shedding of blood 

there is no forgiveness of our sins. 

 

There is one more thing that must be said about the preciousness of the blood of Jesus.  It is 

the standard by which love is measured. 

 

In John 15:13 Jesus says, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for 

his friends.”  But Jesus goes beyond that, He dies for His enemies.  In Romans 5:6-8 we read, 

“… Christ died for the ungodly. … God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.” 

 

The OT was all preparation for the glorious revelation of Christ in the NT.  But I want to leave 

you with something else.  All the NT is a preparation for an even more glorious revelation of 

Christ in heaven. 

 



Ephesians 2:4-7 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 

5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 

have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 

What we have in the NT is only the foundation in Christ’s blood of a glorious inheritance filled 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places (Ephesians 1:3). 

 

All that Christ has done for us here is just a taste, just a glimpse, just a preparation for the 

exceedingly great riches of His glory and grace to be revealed to those who long for His 

appearing. 

 

The people of the OT only saw a glimpse and longed for the things promised.  God let us fall 

into sin, and planned a way to atone for that sin, first with animals and finally with His Son 

whom He sent to die for us and all of this is but preparation.  If all that we celebrate today is still 

part of that preparation then what will the riches of His glory and grace be like?  It will take an 

eternity to fathom what right now is beyond all we could ask or imagine. 

 

This Easter may the blood of Christ be more precious to you than it has ever been before and 

may you look forward more than ever to the glory yet to be revealed.  He is coming again in far 

greater glory than any Easter on earth can reveal. 

 

Christ is Risen!  He is risen indeed. 

 

 

 


