First Christian Reformed Church of Lynden
From Generation to Generation for the Glory of God

v ‘ \ God’s precious and exceedingly great promises in hard times

m\- Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom,

singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Scripture

Today'’s devotional is written to help us prepare for this weekend when we meet a candidate for our
Associate Pastor position. Consider taking time for fasting and prayer as we seek God’s wisdom and will
for our congregation.

Ephesians 4:11-16 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, *? to

equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ, 1* so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about
by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. *® Rather, speaking the
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, ** from whom the whole
body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly,
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

Timothy 3:1-7 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task.
2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled,
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, * not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of
money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, ° for if
someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church? ® He must
not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the
devil. “ Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare
of the devil.

Timothy 4:12-16 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. ** Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to
exhortation, to teaching. ** Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the
council of elders laid their hands on you. ' Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may
see your progress. 1® Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you
will save both yourself and your hearers.

Il Timothy 4:1-5 | charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the

dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season;
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. * For the time is coming when people will
not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their
own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. ®> As for you,
always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

Hebrews 13:7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of

their way of life, and imitate their faith.



Song

Psalm 59:16 But I will sing of your strength; I will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning. For you
have been to me a fortress and a refuge in the day of my distress.

[You can Google the hymn to hear it if you would like to sing along.]

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
Savior, like a shepherd lead us,
Much we need Thy tender care;
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Thy folds prepare:
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus, Thou hast bought us, Thine we are;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.

We are Thine, do Thou befriend us,

Be the guardian of our way;

Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us,

Seek us when we go astray:

Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus, hear, O hear us when we pray;
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus, hear, O hear us when we pray.

Thou hast promised to receive us,

Poor and sinful though we be;

Thou hast mercy to relieve us,

Grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free:

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to Thee;
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus, early let us turn to Thee.

Early let us seek Thy favor,

Early let us do Thy will;

Blessed Lord and only Savior,

With Thy love our bosoms fill:

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still.

(“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” words by Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1836, Hymns for the Young, CCLI# 358926 Streaming License #20317932)

Prayer

Il Chronicles 7:14 If my people, who are called by my Name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

Pray earnestly for God’s wisdom and will to be made clear.

Pray for the anointing of the Holy Spirit on this weekend.

Pray for the council as they interview the candidate.

Pray for his preaching on Sunday in the morning and evening service.

Pray for his conversations and times of answering questions.

Pray for his wife her time among us.

Pray for our flock to have discernment and to be led by God.

Pray for the ministry of the Gospel to be built up and advanced in our church.
Pray for protection from evil and the evil one.

Pray for God to be glorified in all we do and say.

Give praise and thanks to God for His Church and His love and care for His Church.



